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lightningsmitten statue, and cursed us,
especially Bastin.

“My daughter is gone!" he eried. “Burned
up by the Bery power that is my servant.
Nothing remains of her but dust; and,
Priest, this is your dging. You poisomed
her heart with your childish doctrines of
mercy and saerifice and the rest, so that she
threw herself into the path of that terrible
fiash to save some puny, miserabla races
that she bas never known."

He paused exhausted, whereon Bastin
rose and answered him with considerable
spirit.

“Yes, Oro, she being a holy woman, has
gone wherse you will never follow bher
Also it is your own fault, since you ghould

have listened to her entreaties instead of -

boxing her sars, like the brute you are.’

“My daughter Is gone,” went on Oro, re-
covering his strength, “and my great de
#igns are rulned. Yet only for a little
while,” he added, “for the world-balance
will return again, if not till after your
Hifespans are done.™

“I! you dont take care and doctor your-
sell, Lord Oro,” sald Bickley. also rising,
“] .may tell you as one whn understands
such things that very likely it will be after
your lifespan is done also, Although their
effeel may be delaved, severe shocks from
burns and over-excitement are likely to
prove fatal to the aged ™

Oro smarled at him—no other word de-
scribes it:

“And there are other things, Physician,”
be said, “which I assure you are apt to
prove fatal to the young. At least, now
you will no longer deny my power.”

“] am mnot sure” answered Bickler.
“ginces it seems from what we have seen
that there is a greater Power, namely. that
of & woman's love and sacrifice.”

“And a greater still” interrupted Bas-
tin, “which put these ldeas into her head ™

“As for you, Humphrey,” went on
Oro, "1 rejoice to think that you at least
have Jost two things that men desire above
all other things—the woman Yyou sought
the future kingship of the world.”
stood up and faced him
@irst I have galned, although bow
not understand, Oro” [ answered
of the second, seeing that It wouid
eome through you and on your condi
, I am Indeed giad to be rid. 1 wish
power that springs from murdér and
fts {rom one who answered tls daugh-
prayer with blows.”

& moment he seemed remorsafu] and
ression of regrel softenad his fes-

me with her foolishness,” he
his wrath blared up again
ver. ’
badly shaken yp by our recant am
to expostglate with him, all three
remained silenl. Bul we drew lo-
. gradually, realizing that we must
d upon each other now that Yva was

Even Tommy grew very still and

bled. v
At lensih, when he had controlied his
mge enough to speak, Oro wen! on

wes you, Humphrey, who
tzught her to revelt. You are guilly, all
three of you, and therefore | am left with
none to serve me in my old age, and there-
fore, also, my mighty schemes are over-
thrown.™

=And therefore, Oro, It you spesk the
truth, half the world is saved.,” | added
quietly, “and ome has left it of whom it
was unwarthy ™

“You think that thesa civilizations of
youfs, a8 you are pleased to call them. are
saved, do you™ he sneered. “Yel even
i Brickley 'were right and | should die
and become powerless, | tell you that they
sre already doomed.

“]1 have studied them In your bookes and
seen them with my eyes, and | may say

they are rotten before ever they are
ripe, and their end shall be the end of the
Sons of Wisdom, to dle for lack of in
crease. That is why 1 should have saved
the East, because in It alone there iz in
crease, and thence alone can arise the last
grest race of man, which | should have
given to your children for an heritage
Morsover, think not that you Westemners
have done with wars. 1-tell you that they
are but begun and that the sword shall eat
them up, and what the sword spares class
shall snatch from class in the struggle for
gupremscy and ease.”

Thus spoke Oro, with such extraordi-
pary and concentrated bitterness that |
confass he would have [richiened me had
1 be=n capable of fear, which at that mo-
ment | was not. Who & afrald when all
fs Jost?

Nor was Bastin alarmed, if for other
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“I thipk it right to tell you. Oro,” b2
gaid. “that the only future you need
trouble about is your own. God Almighty
will look aftgr the Western Civilizations
in whatever y He may think best, as
you may remember He did just now. Only
1 am sure you won't be hers to see how
it is dome.”

Agsin fury blased In Oro's eves,

“At least 1 will look after you. you half-
bred dogs, who yap out illomened proph-
ecies of death into my face. Since the
three of you loved my danghter whom
vou brought to her doom, and were by her
baloved, if differently, 1 think it best that
wou should follow on her road. How?
That is the guestion Shall | leave yon to
starve in these great caves? Nay, look not
toward the road of escape which doubtless
she also pointed out fo you, for as
Humphrey knows, | can travel swiftly and
T will make sure that you find It blocke:d
Or shall 1™ — and he looked upward
at the great globes of wandering fire, as
though he purposed to summon them to be
our death, a8 dombtless he could have
done.

“1 do not care what you do,” ] answered,
wearily. “Omnly I wonld beg you to strike
quickly. Yet, for my friends I sm sorry,
since it was I who led Lthem on thls quest,
snd for vou, too, Tommy.” | added, looking
at the poor Mitle hound, commiseratingly

“You were loollsh, Tommy,” I weal on,

“when you scenied out that ol
tyrant in his coffin, at least for
your own sake.”

Indeed, the dog was terribly
scared. He whined continuslly
and from time to time ran a Uttle

way and them returmed to us
fuggesting that we should go from this
horror-haunted spot Lastly, as though he
undersicod that it was Oro who kept us
there, Tommy went to him and. jumping
up. licked his hand in a besseching fashion.

The super-man looked st the dog. and as
he lobked the rage went out of his face
and was ‘replaced by something resembling
pity. ;
“1 do not wish (he beast to dis,” he mut-
tered to himself in low, reflective lones, as
though he thought alond, “for of them all,
it alone tiked and did not fear me, bat 11 |
took it with me, It still would die of griet
and in the loneliness of the caves. More
over, she loved him whom [ shall see no
more; yes. Yva"—— aod as be spoke the
name his volee broke a little.

"Yet,” be went on, "If | suffer them to
escape they will tell my story to the world
and make of me a laughlng stock. Well,
if they do, what does it matier? Nome of
those Western fools who belleve it:
thinking they know all, llke Bickley. they
would mock and say that they were mad,
ar liars.’

Again Tommy licked his hand, but more
confidently, as though instinct told him
something of whil was pessing in Dros
mind 1 watched with an ldle wonder,
marvelling whether it were poswible that
this merciless being would. after all, spare
us Tor the sake of a dog

So. strange lo say. It came aboul, lor
suddenly Oro looked up and sald:

"Get yon gomeé, and quickly, before my
mood changes. The dog has saved you.
For 11s sake 1 give you your lives who
otherwise should certainly have died She
who haw gone pointed out to you. T doubt

-not. & road that rons to the wpper afr 1

think that it s still open. Indeed,” he
added, closing his eyes for & moment, "I

“see that it is still open, If long and dif-

ficult. Follow it and yom should win
through, Then take your boat apd sajl
away as swiftly as vou can ‘Whether you
live or whether you die, | care nothing.
but at least my hands wil] be clean of
vour blood., sithough yours are stained
with- Yva's Begone! And my curse go
with you ~
' Without waiting for further words we
went to fetch our lanterns, water bottles
and bag of food which wa had lald down
at a little distanees. As we approasched
them, 1 looked up and saw Oro standing
soine way off.

The light from one of the hlue globes of
fire which passed close abgve his head
shone uypon him and made him ghastly
Moreover, it seemed o me as though ap
proaching death had written s name
gpon hiz malevolent countenance.

I.turned my head awwy. for sbout it
there was something horrible, something
menacing and repeliant o man, and of it
1 wished 10 see no more. Nor, fndesd did
i. for when 1 glanced in that direction
sgain he was gone. | supposa that he had
retreated into the shadows where no
light played.

At That Moment a Rush
of Living Flame Sprang
Out and Struck on Ywa's
Shield. * Like a Glowing
Angel Wrapped in Fire
She Was Swept Upward
and OQOutward and at a
Little Distance Dissolved
Lik: a Ghost and Van-
ished from 9Qur Sight

CHAPTER XXXII
The Return.
ﬁ T length we gathered our belongings

together. and while the others were
relighting the lanterns [ walked a
few paces forward to that spot where Ywva
had been disrolved in ihe devouring flame
Bomething oaught my eyea uwpon the
rocky floor 1 picked &t up Wt was the
ring. or, rather, the remalne of the ring
that 1 had given her on that night when
we bared our souls amidst the ruins by
the crater lake
Yva had never worn it on her hand, but
for her own reasons, as she told me, gha
wore It suspended wpon her breast be-
neath her robe It was an anclent ring
that | had pought In Egypt sand was fash
loned of gold In which was set a hezel of
very bard basalt or other black stone. On
this was engraved the ank, or looped cross,
which was the Egyptiagp symbol ot Life,
and round it was colled 3 snake—the sym
bol ot Eterpity.

The gold was melted. but the stoos,
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belug so0 hard and proteeted by the shield
and ashestos cloak, for soch 1 suppose it
was, had resisted the fury of the fiash.
ﬂnly‘nn\til wis white instead o! black,

like a burnt onyx. Indeed, perhaps it was
an onyx. ! kissed It and hid It away. for
it seemed to me to convey a greeling, and
with it a promise.

Thén we started, .a very sud and - de
jected trio. Leaving. with a shodder, the
vast place where the blue lights played
eternally, we came to the shaft up and
down which the travelng stone pursued
lts endless path and saw It arrive and
depart aguin In awestruck wonder

“Why do you suppose Oro did not send
us that way?™ &aid Bickley, pointing to it

“I am gure ! am very glad it never oc-
varred to him,' answered Dastin, “for | am
certain that we could pot have mnde the
journey agaln without our gulde, Yva.'

| looked at him and he ceased. Some-
how 1 could not bear, as yet, to hear her
belovedd name spoken by other lips

Then we entered the passage that she
had pointed out to us, and began & most
Great Britswin Righls Reserved

terrible journey which, so
far as we could judge, for
we had jost any exacl
count of time. took us
abour sixty hours. The
road, it = true was smootd and unblocked,
Lut the ascent was terribly steep and slip-
pery. so much so that aften we had (o
puil each gther up and lie down to rest
upon our faces

ut alwayvs ahead of us, a radiant and
luminous vislon, glided ever the (ace and
the form of Lady Yva. Whether 1n body
or clad @uly in spirit garments, we could
not tell. Yet her presence seemed as resl
to us as it had In the world above She
spoke no word, but, her shining shield on
ser arm and with the other hand ont-
stretched, she drew us after her into the
way that we shonsd go Withoul her in
spiring presence. we could never have
found the courage to go forward

Had It not been for those large, fiat-
covered bottles of Newater | am sure we
should never have won through. But this
marvelons elixir, drunk & Uitle at « tima
always relnvigorated u©s and gave us
strength to push on. Also we had some
food, and fortunately our spare oll held
out, for the darkness in that tunnel wes
complete.
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“What is It that
frightens you, Marama? 7 asked him.

“‘You frighten us, O Friend-from-the- Sea.
Whence Jid you and the Healer and (e
Hellower come, and why I8 the Nitle black
beas! so large-ayesd and thin? Over the
lake we know you did mot coma, for we
have watched day and night: moreover,
there s po canoe upon the shore Also, it
woulid not have beem possibie.”

“Why nol * 1 aaked, cariously, anxions
to hear his ressons for smch a concle
wion.

“Come and see,’ he answered.

Rising stiffly, we emerged from bensath
tha tree and percélved that we were at
the foot of the clff against which the re-
mains of the yacht had besn barme by the
great tempest. Indeed, there it was within
a couple of hundred yards of us

Following Marama. we climbed the slop-
ing path which ran up lbe cliff and ascend-
¢d a knoll whence we could see the lake
and the cone of the Yolcans In Ha centre.
AL lenst, we used to be able to ase ii, but

“pow, sl any rale Lo the maked ey, we

conld make out nothing, except a wrown
spot in the midst of the walers of the
Inke.
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